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Oar  ancestors  loved  the  Christian  Sabbath.  In  the  days  of  the 
first  Dutch  colony  of  “  New  Amsterdam,”  as  early  as  1647-8, 
Peter  Stuyvesant,  Director-General,  issued  Proclamations  and 
Decrees  against  the  invasion  of  “  the  Lord’s  Day  of  rest,”  “  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  the  neighborhood,  and  to  the  dishonoring  of 
God's  holy  laws  and  commandments,  which  enjoin  upon  us  to 
honor  and  sanctify  Him  on  this  holy  day  of  rest.”  One  of  the 
earliest  Acts  of  the  “  General  Assembly  of  the  [English]  colony 
of  New  York,”  in  1695,  was  one  entitled,  “An  Act  against  the 
Prophanation  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  called  Sunday.” 

In  1813  the  Legislature  of  this  State  passed  Laws  protecting  the 
Sabbath,  based  on  the  colonial  act  of  1695;  and  they  remain  in 
the  Revised  Statutes.  The  Metropolitan  Police  Act  prohibits  the 
sale  of  any  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday,  under  a  penalty  of 
$50.  These  are  State  laws. 

During  forty  years,  from  1797  to  1834,  concurrent  municipal 
ordinances  were  enacted,  of  a  stringent  character.  They  were 
revised  and  reenacted  in  1803,  ’5,  ’7,  ’12,  ’17,  ’21,  ’23  and  ’27. 
But  in  1834  they  suddenly  disappeared  from  our  municipal  Statute 
Booh ,  and  have  ceased  to  exist !  If  they  were  deemed  wise  and 
necessary  in  addition  to  State  legislation,  during  a  long  period 
when  our  population  did  not  exceed  50,000  or  100,000,  was 
their  repeal  called  for  when  the  city  contained  half  a  million 
souls  ?  Does  the  present  state  of  public  morals  indicate  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  lessening  the  restraints  of  wholesome  legislation  ?  One 
of  the  most  eminent  jurists,  now  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  has  said,  “Where  there  is  no  Chris¬ 
tian  Sabbath,  there  is  no  Christian  morality ;  and  without  this, 
free  government  cannot  long  be  sustained." 

The  facts  as  to  the  “  existing  desecration”  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  are 
sufficiently  obvious  to  all.  That  they  are  not  more  commonly 
noticed  and  commented  on  arises  from  familiarity  with  sounds  and 
scenes  which  would  once  have  offended  the  eye  and  pained  the 
ear.  The  violation  of  divine  laws  is  so  frequent  and  constant  that 
it  almost  ceases  to  move  us.  It  is  true  that  the  more  respectable 
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business  classes  suspend  their  ordinary  avocations  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  our  banks,  insurance  offices,  commission  and  jobbing  houses,  and 
nearly  all  respectable  firms  close  their  places  of  business.  It  is  also 
true  that  the  sailing  of  vessels  on  the  Lord’s  Day  is  less  frequent  than 
in  former  years.  Perhaps  a  fifth  or  sixth  part  of  the  population  re¬ 
pair  to  some  place  of  public  worship,  and  thousands  of  Christian  fami¬ 
lies  in  their  retirement  seek  to  improve  and  enjoy  the  Sabbath  hours. 

Meanwhile,  steamboats  are  arriving  and  departing  ;  Sunday  ex¬ 
cursions  by  steamboat  and  railway  carry  a  depraving  influence 
into  and  through  suburban  villages  ;  groceries  and  other  shops  by 
thousands  pursue  their  wonted  traffic ;  dance-houses  contribute  to 
the  guilty  pleasure  of  the  godless ;  public  gardens,  with  target¬ 
shooting,  gambling,  drinking,  and  bands  of  music  attract  crowds 
to  their  haunts  ;  and  in  these  and  numberless  other  ways  the  day 
of  holy  rest  is  turned  into  a  saturnalia. 

Of  the  many  specific  facts  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Committee,  showing  the  disregard  of  sacred  time,  they  cite 
a  few  —  not  to  reproach  particular  offenders,  but  as  illustrations  of 
a  lamentable  declension  in  this  branch  of  public  morals. 

It  is  understood  that  one  or  more  of  our  principal  lines  of  ocean 
steamers  have  been  accustomed  to  make  their  trial  trips  at  such 
times  as  to  include  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

Some  of  our  large  foundries  and  machine  shops,  employing 
many  workmen,  are  known  to  continue  their  business  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  in  active  seasons  ;  and  the  repairs  and  changes  of  machinery 
in  ocean  and  river  steamers  are  frequently,  if  not  commonly,  made 
on  Sunday.  The  very  week  of  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  a 
mechanic  applying  for  admission  to  one  of  our  churches,  repre¬ 
sented  that  he  had  been  turned  out  of  employment  in  one  of  these 
establishments,  because  of  his  refusal  to  work  on  the  Sabbath. 

Many  of  our  sugar  refineries  make  their  repairs  on  the  Lord’s 
Day ;  and  other  manufacturing  establishments,  like  cabinet  makers’ 
shops,  tobacco  factories,  &c.,  especially  those  under  the  control  of 
foreign  masters  or  capitalists,  do  not  cease  work  on  that  day. 

Some  printing  establishments  do  not  scruple  to  occupy  a  part 
of  the  Sabbath  hours,  needlessly  it  is  believed,  in  carrying  forward 
their  business.  The  fact  that  all  do  not  is  a  proof  that  it  cannot  be 
indispensably  necessary  for  any. 

Of  the  issues  of  the  Sunday  press,  and  the  methods  of  distribu¬ 
tion,  we  speak  elsewhere.  We  would  only  allude  here  to  the 
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questionable  consistency  of  supporting  this  form  of  desecration,  by 
the  advertising  patronage  of  Christian  men  and  Christian  firms. 

Sunday  funerals,  accompanied  by  military  pageants,  and  bands 
of  music,  are  not  infrequent,  and  are  the  cause  of  just  offence  to 
Sabbath-loving  citizens,  and  would  seem  to  be  a  gratuitous  disturb- 
ance  of  domestic  quiet  and  of  public  worship. 

Fire  and  Target  companies  sometimes  select  the  Sabbath  for  their 
parades.  Eecently  a  Fire  Engine  company,  attended  by  a  band  of 
music,  marched  through  various  streets  on  Sunday,  at  the  time  of 
assembling  for  Divine  service,  and  paraded  in  line  on  Broadway,  in 
front  of  a  Daguerrean  gallery,  employing  the  light  of  heaven  on 
the  day  of  God,  to  perpetuate  the  memorial  of  their  profane  act. 

A  public  garden  has  recently  been  opened  at  Bhinelander’s  Point, 
near  “Hell  Gate,”  which  draws  thousands  in  the  summer  season 
to  its  haunts,  who  spend  the  Sunday  in  drinking,  target  firing,  and 
sports  of  various  kinds,  after  the  manner  of  continental  cities.  In 
one  instance,  a  neighbor  estimated  the  gathering  at  twenty  thou¬ 
sand,  chiefly  Germans. 

But  these  profanations  are  not  confined  to  the  less  informed  or 
emigrant  population.  “The  Academy  of  Music”  has  resounded, 
Sunday  night  after  Sunday  night,  with  “  overtures  ”  and  “  caprice 
fantasias”  and  the  applause  of  thoughtless  throngs,  who  shelter 
themselves  under  the  pretext  of  attendance  on  “  Sacred  Oratorios.” 
Theatres  have  also  opened  their  doors  for  “  sacred  ”  performances 
on  Sunday  night.  Eighteen  such  “sacred  concerts”  were  given 
on  a  single  Sabbath  in  June  last. 

But  without  extending  these  illustrations,  the  Committee  present 
some  statistical  facts,  the  result  of  a  careful  investigation  by  gentle¬ 
men  engaged  in  the  City  Tract  Mission,  made  at  the  request  of 
your  Committee  in  June  last,  which  should  command  profound 
attention.  They  reveal  a  measure  of  profanation  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath  at  which  we  are  astounded.  They  are  as  follows  : 

Number  of  Shops,  fyc.,  open  on  a  single  Sabbath. 


Restaurants, . .  .  437 

Pawnbrokers’  Shops,  . . 26 

Policy  and  Exchange  Offices, . 34 

Daguerrean  Galleries, .  54 

Confectionary  and  Segar  Stores,  .  .  .  .  .1,234 

Sabbath  Concerts, .  18 

Dance-houses  and  places  of  amusement,  ....  85 

Dry  Goods  and  kindred  stores, . 2,419 

Groceries, . 1,977 

Liquor  Shops  and  Drinking  Saloons,  ....  3,408 


Total, 


.  9,692 
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Making  a  total  of  9,692  places  of  business  and  amusement  engaged 
in  their  ordinary  and  mostly  destructive  traffic  on  the  Lord’s  day, 
or  about  one  place  to  every  65  of  the  entire  population.  If  the 
average  be  estimated  at  20  of  the  frequenters  and  customers  of  those 
concerns,  it  will  make  nearly  200,000  of  our  population  who  may 
be  classed  as  Sabbath-breakers,  and  patrons  of  Sabbath -breakers. 

Comment  would  only  weaken  the  force  of  this  appalling  state¬ 
ment,  and  we  leave  it,  with  all  its  awful  significance,  for  the  study 
of  the  friends  of  sound  morals  and  pure  religion. 

The  remaining  topic  of  inquiry  assigned  to  the  Committee,  as  to 
the  “  causes  of  declension”  in  Sabbath  observance,  opens  a  wid6 
and  important  field  of  investigation.  Only  the  more  prominent 
influences  leading  to  this  result  can  be  noticed.  Among  these,  the 
most  radical  and  comprehensive  will  be  found  to  be 

Selfishness  and  Worldliness. — Men  in  all  branches  of  business  pur¬ 
sue  their  avocations  with  almost  insane  intensity.  With  the  suc¬ 
cess  and  expansion  of  business  plans,  time  grows  in  value.  The 
hours  of  the  day  are  not  enough  ;  those  of  sleep  are  t  renched  upon. 
The  claims  of  family  and  home  must  succumb  to  the  demands  of 
business.  The  Lord’s  day  intervenes,  with  its  holy  calm  and  its 
sacred  rest,  presenting  its  restraints  from  undue  engrossment  in 
worldly  plans,  and  its  repose  froffi  consuming  cares.  For  a  time 
its  beneficent  voice  is  heeded;  but  one  emergency  after  another 
arises,  when  holy  time  is  invaded — secretly  at  first ;  then  comes 
the  Sabbath  journey,  Sabbath  visiting,  Sabbath  letter  writing  ;  the 
posting  of  accounts,  the  plans  for  money-making,  directorship  in 
Sabbath-breaking  corporations ;  and  thus  the  open  and  habitual 
desecration  of  a  day  once  reverenced  and  regarded. 

God  instituted  the  Sabbath  as  the  great  and  perpetual  barrier 
against  human  selfishness.  lie  gave  six  days  for  labor ;  but  by 
example  and  command,  set  apart  the  seventh  for  his  own  worship, 
and  as  a  beneficent  provision  for  the  refreshment  of  mind  and 
body  from  the  toils  of  the  week.  Time  immemorial  the  struggle 
has  been  going  on  between  the  selfishness  of  man,  coveting  for  its 
purposes  those  holy  hours,  and  the  restraining  providence  and  grace 
of  God  guarding  from  invasion  the  period  prescribed  for  man’s  good 
and  the  divine  glory.  If  there  be  with  us  a  seeming  and  tempor¬ 
ary  triumph,  it  is  the  short-sighted  triumph  of  selfishness,  already 
rebuked  by  the  lessons  of  Providence  as  to  the  uncertain  tenure 
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of  ill-gotten  gain,  more  mortifying  than  defeat.  It  may  be  hoped 
that  even  worldly  wisdom  will  learn  the  great  truth  at  last,  that 
it  is  as  unprofitable  as  it  is  wrong,  to  rob  God  of  the  time  that  belongs 
to  Him,  as  much  as  the  days  of  labor  belong  to  us. 

Another  fruitful  cause  of  the  declension  in  Sabbath  observance 
may  be  found  in  the  preoccupation  and  neglect  of  Christian  men . 
They  have  not  only  shared  in  the  general  engrossment  in  business 
affairs,  but  their  attention  has  been  absorbed  by  other  reformatory 
enterprises,  which  have  blended  with  the  politics  of  the  country,  so 
that  the  interests  of  the  Sabbath  have  been  inadequately  guarded, 
and  its  desecration  has  come  to  be  so  common,  as  to  excite  little 
remark,  or  awaken  little  apprehension.  The  moral  atmosphere 
has  become  so  tainted,  that  profanations  which  would  have  shocked 
the  sensibilities  of  the  community  thirty  years  ago,  pass  unheeded. 
Or  the  evils  seem  so  prevalent  and  overwhelming,  as  to  induce 
despair  of  a  remedy.  Matters  of  remote  concern  or  of  doubtful 
claims  have  eclipsed  the  Decalogue  and  its  everlasting  rule  of 
right,  until  we  find  our  very  homes  enveloped  in  the  twilight  of 
incipient  barbarism  ;  the  whole  train  of  vices,  as  ever,  following 
close  on  the  heels  of  Sabbath  profanation.  A  just,  manly  and 
Christian  regard  for  the  Day  of  days,  on  the  part  of  its  friends, 
would  have  stayed  much  of  the  evil  we  now  deprecate. 

The  Sunday  press  has  also  contributed  powerfully  to  the  dese¬ 
cration  of  holy  time.  It  began  its  desolating  work  at  about  the 
period  of  the  repeal  of  our  municipal  Sabbath  ordinances,  and 
journal  after  journal  has  furnished  its  quota  of  influence  to  sweep 
away  our  Christian  Sabbath.  These  journals  are  believed  to  be 
doing  the  work  of  infidelity,  and  fostering  vice  and  irreligion. 
Not  content  with  the  rights  of  other  parties,  and  apparently 
regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the  Christian  community,  they  mono¬ 
polise  the  public  streets,  and  disturb  the  quiet  home,  the  family 
devotions,  and  even  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  by  the  shrill 
cries  of  the  venders  of  their  sheets.  Instead  of  that  sacred  still¬ 
ness,  which  is  the  voice  of  God  to  a  weary,  sinful  world,  our  homes 
are  thus  filled  with  the  sounds  of  a  guilty  commerce,  and  with  the 
Sabbath  instructions  our  children  receive  are  mingled  lessons  from 
the  lips  of  ragged  newsboys.  From  hundreds  of  voices,  penetrat¬ 
ing  all  our  abodes,  on  every  Sabbath  day,  our  children  and  youth 
are  exhorted,  u  Remember  not  the  Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy.”  Can 
there  be  any  occasion  for  surprise,  then,  that  the  rising  generation 
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are  fast  losing  their  reverence  for  all  authority,  human  and 
divine  ? 

In  this  connection  we  cannot  forbear  comment  on  the  singular 
anomaly  presented  in  the  fact  that  by  the  legislation  and  practical 
administration  of  government  of  the  metropolis  of  a  Christian  land, 
hundreds  of  ragged  urchins  perambulate  all  our  streets;  making 
day  hideous  with  their  cries ;  preaching  a  crusade  against  the 
Fourth  commandment  in  the  unwilling  ears  of  a  whole  city,  and 
encouraging  the  violation  of  every  other  by  their  wares :  while  an 
attempt  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  might  choose 
to  gather  in  any  public  square ,  by  any  Christian  pastor ,  without  the 
written  permission  of  the  Mayor  or  some  one  of  our  aldermen ,  would 
be  a  misdemeanor  punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment! 

The  extension  of  our  commerce ,  and  the  multiplication  of  our  lines 
of  communication  with  the  interior  of  the  country  have  had  a  power¬ 
ful  tendency  to  overthrow  Sabbath  restraints,  and  to  make  it  a 
day  of  traffic.  Many  of  the  railroads  and  steamboat  companies 
carry  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  the  city  on  the  Sabbath, 
as  on  other  days — though  with  less  frequent  trips  or  trains,  in  some 
instances.  Of  course  thousands  of  employees  must  be  robbed  of 
their  right  to  a  day  of  rest,  and  are  demoralized  at  the  same  time  ; 
while  the  classes  most  needing  the  rest  and  restraints  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  are  tempted  to  leave  the  city  and  seek  haunts  of  dissipation 
in  the  environs.  The  volume  of  business,  too,  rolling  on  through 
every  day,  draws  with  it  the  thoughts  of  the  trader  and  shipper. 
Carmen,  liackmen,  keepers  of  hotels,  and  various  other  classes, 
arc  engrossed  in  their  several  avocations  ;  and  to  them  the  enno¬ 
bling,  refining  influence  of  Sabbath  hours  is  all  lost.  Material  in¬ 
terests  obtrude  on  the  period  assigned  by  God  himself  for  attention 
to  the  intellectual  and  spiritual.  The  tramp  of  the  iron  horse 
crushes  out  the  Decalogue,  and  the  noise  of  the  steam  whistle 
drowns  the  voice  of  God. 

The  increase  of  European  travel  engenders  familiarity  with  the 
views  and  practices  of  the  continent,  and  induces  a  corresponding 
laxity  of  Sabbath  observance  among  multitudes  of  travelers  for 
business  or  pleasure.  A  few  months’  residence  at  Paris — with 
its  open  Louvre,  its  Sunday  military. reviews,  its  St.  Cloud  or 
Versailles  fountains,  its  Bois  de  Boulogne  drives,  and  its  general 
atmosphere  of  Sabbath  holiday  desecration,  is  frequently  enough 
to  weaken  if  not  obliterate  the  “prejudices”  of  an  American  edm 
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cation  ;  and  it  is  feared  that  too  many  return  from  that  seductive 
capital,  or  other  continental  cities,  with  serious  and  often  fatal 
injury  to  their  morals  and  piety. 

But  the  most  potent  cause  of  Sabbath  desecration  may  be  found 
in  the  immense  emigration  from  Europe.  It  appears  by  the  census 
of  1855,  that  of  the  entire  population  of  629,810,  no  less  than 
232,678  were  born  in  foreign  lands,  and  that  of  the  voters  there 
were  42,704  naturalized  aliens  to  46,113  native  born.  A  fraction 
of  the  whole  number  came  to  us  from  Sabbath-keeping  Scotland ; 
but  the  great  mass  have  emigrated  from  lands  where  the  Sabbath 
is  a  gay  holiday,  or  where  it  is  so  overlaid  by  fast  and  feast  days 
of  human  appointment,  as  to  be  practically  superseded  in  the 
respect  and  observance  of  the  people.  Congregating  here  in  swarms 
at  particular  localities ;  retaining  their  ideas  of  Sunday  as  a  day 
of  mirth  and  dissipation ;  finding  our  streets  in  the  possession  of 
newsboys  who  carry  on  a  traffic  in  a  manner  more  godless  than 
their  eyes  and  ears  were  accustomed  to  even  in  the  worst  capitals 
of  the  old  world ;  uninstructed  in  the  true  uses  and  divine  sanc¬ 
tions  of  the  Lord’s  Day ;  encouraged  to  license  by  the  general 
spirit  of  lawlessness,  contrasted  with  the  stricter  governments  of 
force  to  which  they  have  been  familiarised — is  it  strange  that  our 
emigrant  population  should  invade  an  American  and  a  divine  in¬ 
stitution  they  do  not  understand  and  have  no  sjnnpathy  with ;  or 
that  their  imported  views  and  example  should  weaken  the  senti¬ 
ment  and  impair  the  power  of  our  Christian  Sabbath?  In¬ 
termingled  with  our  church-going  population,  may  be  found 
dwellings,  where  the  piano  rings  forth  the  last  waltz,  or  the 
voice  recites  snatches  from  the  popular  opera ;  and  a  hundred 
neighboring  families  are  completing  their  foreign  education  under 
gratuitous  masters.  In  the  midst  of  a  group  of  decent  abodes,  the 
home  it  may  be  of  virtuous,  pious  mechanics,  a  German  dance-house 
is  set  up ;  and  the  Sunday  band  and  the  merry  dancers  continue 
their  sport  the  live-long  day,  and  far  into  the  night.  A  citizen 
grows  weary  of  the  noise  and  dust  of  the  city,  and  seeks  a  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  banks  of  one  of  our  noble  rivers  :  the  adjoining  place 
is  converted  into  a  “  Tea-Garden,”  and  every  summer’s  Sabbath 
is  made  the  resort  of  thousands  who  know  no  other  distinction  of 
days  than  that  which  admits  a  looser  rein  to  passion  and  pleasure. 

In  these  and  other  ways  the  element  of  our  population,  which 
contributes  so  much  to  its  material  prosperity,  becomes  a  bane  to 
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its  higher  interests.  The  incursion  of  Goths  and  Vandals  could 
hardly  be  more  fatal  to  morals  and  religion.  The  whole  atmos¬ 
phere  is  tainted  by  its  breath.  Many  parts  of  the  city  reek  with  its 
pollution.  Respect  for  law  is  waning  away.  Life  and  property  are 
becoming  insecure.  Misrule,  peculation  and  fraud  infest  our  gov¬ 
ernment.  Crime  and  pauperism  lurk  in  our  streets.  Anarchy 
waits  for  our  doom.  Nor  need  it  wait  long.  Left  to  ourselves — 
the  restraints  which  divine  mercy  has  thrown  around  us  in  his 
Holy  Law  cast  off — what  can  we  expect  but  the  invariable  visita¬ 
tion  of  the  Divine  Ruler  on  rebellious  cities  and  nations  ? 

The  Committee  have  thus  traced  “  the  history  of  Sabbath  ob¬ 
servance  in  New  York,  with  its  present  condition,  and  the  causes 
of  declension.”  It  is  a  sad  record.  We  fear  that  fuller  investiga¬ 
tion  would  afford  but  little  increase  of  light  for  the  picture.  True, 
there  are  hundreds  of  Christian  churches,  whose  ministers  and 
worshipers  may  be  supposed  to  represent  the  strength  of  the 
Sabbath-loving,  Sabbath-keeping  host.  It  is  also  true,  perhaps, 
that  if  this  host  were  brought  face  to  face  with  the  multitudes  who 
contemn  the  law  of  God,  we  might  hope  for  victory,  through  the 
arm  of  Jehovah.  But  they  are  not  thus  brought.  We  have,  in¬ 
deed,  our  Mission  Sabbath  and  Industrial  Schools,  and  our  city 
Tract  Mission,  and  kindred  evangelizing  agencies,  of  more  or  less 
potency.  But  the  fact  remains  painfully  apparent,  that  the  salt 
that  might  save  is  too  commonly  in  vessels  of  self-preservation. 
The  leaven  that  ought  to  “leaven  the  whole  lump”  is  put  in  bags 
far  from  the  mass  that  needs  its  leavening  power.  The  host  that 
might  conquer  is  in  barracks,  while  the  enemy  stalks  abroad  with 
brazen  and  un terrified  front.  Shall  not  the  requisite  measures  be 
taken  to  arouse  the  intelligent  Christian  community  to  the  evils 
and  the  perils  of  the  existing  state,  of  thffrgs  ?  We  would  express 
the  earnest  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  devising  and  applying 
an  adequate  remedy,  so  that  our  reproach  may  be  wiped  away,  and 
that,  in  the  language  of  good  old  Peter  Stuyvesant,  we  may  “pre¬ 
vent  the  curse  of  God,  instead  of  his  blessing,  falling  upon  us  and 
our  good  inhabitants.” 


